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tion of religion, and within a lifetime they were
educating the governing classes and the princes
on all sides, recapturing whole districts by
preaching and example and organized effort.
Side by side with this went a great Franciscan
effort in the same direction. This, and the suc-
cess of the French Crown and the French people
in preventing Calvinism from sweeping France,
started the advance of the Counter Reformation,
and the strong personality of more than one
Pope, especially of St. Sixtus V, aided in the
general success.
Though the Counter Reformation was in full
swing and seemed likely to recapture morally
all the ground that had been lost to Catholicism
by the Protestant movement, the various Ger-
man states which were nominally under the
Emperor and which counted actually as part of
the Empire, lived under a compromise. The
seizure of Church lands and wealth by the
Protestant princes, cities and local Lords, was
tolerated, and there was no serious, or, at any rate,
no successful, repression of Protestant Govern-
ment in the regions controlled by these rebellious
powers.
When Ferdinand became Emperor, already
past his fortieth year, he determined to put an
end to this long-drawn out compromise. He